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1. To advise the Joint Imtelligence Commitise of the [indings
of the Dirsctorste of Intelligencs, USLY, regarding the sightings of
umtdentifisd serial ohiects and the Liy Force organization estab-

lished for further investigstion and solution of the problem,

TR

disos during the summer of 1547, Hq, Air kateriel Comménd, in a
letter dated 23 Septesber 1947, requested that the Commending General,
Ay Air Forces, issue a directive lsat;m.na pr;l.nri.t,r, security
classification and code mamn for a d-tl.ihd lu.l.d:r af L'lyinu disc
reports, Hg, Air latoriel Commend explained that thelr action was
based on the opinion that phenczena npurtad n.ppund-.t.a be real and
that there were objects in existance which would approxirate the shape
of & disc. AIC conoluded that soze inoidents might be caused by
patural phencmens but that some incldents described characteristics
which suggested evasive tactics. Awaiting & specific directive,

Hq, AMC continued to colloct inforwation on [lylng disc incldents in

order to more ¢learly define the mature of the phenomena. On tha
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23ad of December 1947, in a memorsadum, ¥Analysis of Flying Dieo

3. In o letter dated 30 December 1947, the Director of Ressarch

and Development, DCS/M, advised the Oomsanding Gemaral, AMC, that Alr
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polley 1t was directsd that Hg,
with the purpose of colleating,

buting to interestsd governzant

Alr Materiel Oommand set up & project
collating, evaluating, and distri-

agenoles and contractors, all informa=-

tion concarning sightings aund phenomena in the atmosphers which could

s

ity.

o
(-

Ys comstruad Yo Ye of concera the naiicaal secur This directive
asslgned a priority of 2-A to the project, a RRETHIGTHD classification,
and a code nams of “JICKHY,

4. At Alr Hateriel Command the Technlcal Intelligence Division
was assigned the responsibility for accomplishing this mlssion with
the full asslstance of all divisions and sctivitles within Air Materiel
Cosmand to permit successful completion of the projJect. The cooperstion
of the Army, Eavy, Coast Guard and T.B.I1. was solicited in order to .
faollitate the forvarding and investigation of all reports. Arrange-
wents wvers effected for handling such reports direotly with Alr Hateriel
Command .
6. In addition to ths collection, analysis and investigation
activities direacted by the project personnel st Hq, Alr Materlel Command,
Alr Intelligence Memorandum datsd & August !_I.S‘IB. aubjecty *Flying
Saucers”, requlred that a study be made by ths Alr Intelligence Division
to axamine ths pattern of tacties of raported flylng saucera and develop

conclusions as to thelr probability. The results of this analysis were

preparsd as Alr Intelligence Division (DI/USAY-ONI) Study Wo, 203,
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*Amalyais of Fiying Ubject Incidents ia ths United Statss.® The

- Directorate of Intellig hes maintained olose liaison with Frejsst
tha

ASSUNTIONS AWD CGACLUSIONS

7. BHq, Alr Materiel Command will contioue its investigatlons

REDQMUENDATICHS

9, It is recommended that the Jolnt Intelligence Comaitteo:
a. Fumnish the Lireotor of Intelligence, USAF, with commenis
on this Fw-
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UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL OBJECTS

FACTS A¥D DISCUSSION
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uill térost in lhe projeci.

3. The extrese lack of accurate observed details and the nnpre-
dictable ccourrence of inocidents have mds positive identification
extremely difficult, Data on unidentified aerial objects has grouped
the incidents av follows: .

13.3% - aiscs

I3.0% =  spherical or eliptical shape
(4ncluding balls of fire)

6.0% =  oylindrical shape
2.5 -  winged objects
32.2% =  shapes _'o?.htr than those above
L. In order to identify ordimery and conventionsl objecta, that
have probably been included in the limt of reported inoidents, graphical
mathods have beesn applied as followss

5. Fropared grephical data includess
8. Charts conoerning unidentified merial objects, to indicate;
“(1) Typa of object observed
(2) vini.n.lt‘;g-ﬁ'yinh rarticular type of cbject waa
observed

TOP EECRET a5
g L APPENITY wiw




| B ol WARA Date Z2/7> l

T0§ 37CART
(3) Direction of flight

b. Locations nf gulded miselles, regearch ond related
canters

g. Looations of alrlines, nlrflelds, both milltary and
commercial

4. Locations of radlo bencon statlons

&, EKnown or projected rader statlions from whlch reports
and agsistance may be derivad

1 Hetsorologloel statlens (rom which belloon releass data,
radiosonds of thecdollts remdings may be obtalned

E. VPast, current, and projected celestial phanomena

h. ¥light pathe pf mlgratory birds

6. A psychologlcal analysis of the reported data le beling prepar-
ed by Aero=Mediocal Laboratory, AMO, lor the purposs of deterkinlng thoas
{noldents that are probably based upon errora of tha human pind and
ganses. A preliminary yerbal report from the professional paychologlats
1ndiuntnn that & conalderable pumber of inocldento caa be axplalnesd as
ordinary oeunré-nuu- that have besn plarepresantoed, as ths result of
humas errors.

7 ﬂp;nlulllt gervinas, supplecentary to those of AMC techaleal
offices, are balng provided by = number of agencles,

8. The Alr Weather Service has peviewsd incldent data ond has
provided the inforsaticon that 34 of ﬂit Ilrli i?a colnclide, both with
ragpect to looatlon and time, with the releass af wanther balloons.

9, “he Ohio State University has contracted with AMC to supply
astronomicsl gervices in an effort to {dentlf{y metecra, planetolds and
assoolatad phenomena, Frofessor Hymak, Ohlo Jtate University Astro-
Physicist and head of ths University Observatory has reviavad the

10, Prelirinary report of T, Hynek, indicates that 30 per cant
of tha first 200 incldentae aore positivaly attributable to aetronomiocal

phenomena, and 43 por gent could be explained on the basis ol such
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phenomena or the sighting of weather balloons mnd othsr objects,

This glves a total of 75 per cent of all lnoldents with possible
axplanation.

11, Hembers of tho Sclentific Advisory Board to the Chlef of
Staff, UJA¥, who have provided comsultant services to Projeot
"Orudge”, lnolude Dr. Irving Langmulr, Chief, Gesneral Elsatrla
Hewearch and Dr. 0. E. Vallay of MIT,

13. Dr.0. B, Yalley has displayed an aatlve intorost In I'roject
“drudge” to the extent of reviewing the reported incldents and writlng
en overall type of analysis in which he groups the varlous objects and
then onalyeces anch group from the wtandpolnt of sclentific feasibility,

13. Inassuch as various surmissas have been advanced that soma of
the reported obssrvations moy’ have represented "space ships” or satelllits
vehicles, a special study bas besn initlated vith the Nand Corporationm,
undar the Eand Project, to provide an analysis from this standpoint
sand aleso to provide fundamsnial ln}urmatlnn. pertalning to the baslc
deslgn and psrformance characteristios that might distingulsh & poes-
slble "space ship.* Rend Corporation hags also informed AMC that thalr
analysis of all incldents leade them to the conclusion that there ias
nothing in any reperted incidents which would go againet a ratlonal
explanation. ;

14, The Weather Bureasu Library of the Department of Coamsrae has
supplisd information on "ball lightning." Thila vas requasted because
of the bellef by some perscns that mowe of the uﬁuarvntiunl may have
rapresentad "ball lightning.* It cppears that the subject of *ball
lightning® occcuples an undetermined status and suthorities ars not at
all gonvinced that such a phenosmeson acteally sxists.

15, On 8 April 1949 tha repeatsd ocourrence of green firebsll
phenomena In Hew Mexlco was discussed vith Ur. Joseph Kaplan, member
of the USAY Sclentific Advisory Board. Thla phesomenon has caused

I]\ t]
Jis




ACPROUUCED AT THIE HATICHIAL ANCIUVES

DECLASSIFIED
Authgrity

By L. nira Date 225

T ARRREP

considarable conaarn on tha part of Hg, Fourth Army sand has oocuplad
ths Intereats of iir. Lincoln Lelfaz of the Unlverslty of Hew Maxico,
"y, L,aPnx ballavas that Ltha phenomena are not meteoritess., DBecaurs of
e, Lal'lag' ocutstanding ability lor accurats observatlion and hle ox-
narinnce in {dentiflcation of metmoritino phanomens, . Koplen ex=
prasend tha bellel that the green Iiraball phenonmena should be iucther
Ilnvastigated. Tr. Enplen's visws nnd this phenowena ware discusezad
son 17 April 1948 with Or, Theodore von Karman, Thairman, UJAF Jclentifie ﬂ?f
Advlsory Hosrd, who femls that tha problem is more proparly Ln the f}
field of upnar atmosphere resasrch than tha fleld of intelliganca.

16. A sumonrey of tha incldants raportad would Indlcata thatg

A. All lneldents which colnolde with axplalnable eerial
activities or recorded netirhl phenomsna should he elimlnatad [rom
further consliarntlon.

b, Zreditable unexplalned inoldenta involving light phenomane
should be further ilnvestigated mnd anelyzed by highly competent sclan-
tists vho cen eatabliah Lhe Lldantity elthar within or without the
limits of known netural phsnomens.

[ OSraditable unamplalned incldents whleh alght lnvolwve
ihe une ol stomle powered eraft of unansl design should ba conaldered
Jolntly by th; Atomle Znergy Zommlealon and hlghly compelent asro-
dynamlclats to determine the necermity ifor iurther connlderation of

sich lneldanta by Kationkl Defenns Intelligonca Agencles.

CHELIUGI NS

17. Tha mojority of reported incidente arm rellshle to tha ex=
tent that they have Invelved the slghting of mome objJeet or light
phenomancn.

18, In mplte of the lack of acrurate data provided by witnemaag,

tha majority ol reported incldents have been cansed by mle-ldentiiice=
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tlon of weather balloonn, high altitude balloons with Lighta and/or
elactronic equipment, wetwors, bolldes, and tha plonet Yepus,

19, Thers are punercus rsports fros realinble and conpetent ob=
sarvera lor wbich & conolumlve explaoation hos nol been oude, Some
af those lavalve danoriptlons wlitch wonld place them in the cateagory
of naw mwanlfsstationa of nrolable natural phenomena but otherns involve
conflgurations und describad performance whilch zight concalvubly
reorosent on advonoed serodynsuleal developsmnt, & [4w uneyplalpad
incldents nupass these livite of creadiblility.

M)y 1t ls wnllkely that u foreign powar would exposs m zanerior
aarlsl wespon by + prolonged inaflsotusl psastration of the inlited

dtrtey.




