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Dr. Edward U. Condon, a
man keenly interested in
“flying saucers,” visited 9th
Aero facilities at Colorado
Springs Jan. 13 in preparation
for a special University of Col-
orado study of unidentified
flying objects.

Dr. Condon is professor of
physics and astrophysics at U
of C, which has been contracted
by the Air Force to conduct the
independent UFO investigation.

Along with other members of
his UFO study team and repre-
sentatives from the USAF Of-
fice of Aerospace Research
(OAR), Dr. Condon was given a
briefing at Ent and an orienta-
tion tour of the Cheyenne
Mountain complex.

In letters to Maj. Gen. Oris
B. Johnson, 9th Aero com-
mander, both Dr. Condon and
Mr. J. Thomas Ratchford of
OAR expressed appreciation for
the information gained during
their visit.
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“The excellent briefing at Ent
and the orientation visit to
Cheyenne Mountain will be in-
valuable to the Condon com-
mittee in its admittedly diffi-
cult study of such an elusive
subject as UFOs,” said Mr.
Ratchford.

‘Furthermore, the fine spirit
of cooperation evidenced by all
of your staff was helpful in
demonstrating to the University
of Colorado that operational
commands such as yours can
play an important role in fur-
nishing the kind of information
necessary for their study.”

The decision to ask the Uni-
versity of Colorado to make an
independent investigation of
UFQOs was based on a recom-
mendation made last year by
the Air Force Scientific Adviso-
ry Board, which was asked to
evaluate the Air Force’s UFO
investigation program known as
Project Blue Book.

The advisory board committee
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felt that the Air Force program
dealing with UFO sightings
was well organized, but that
the resources assigned to it
(one officer, a sergeant and
secretary) were "quite limited.”

The committee members
agreed that after 19 years and
more than 10,000 sightings
recorded and classified, “there
appears to be no verified and
fully satisfactory evidence of
any case that is clearly outside
the framework of presently
known science and technology.”

However, they felt that anal-
ysis of new sightings could
possibly provide some valuable
additional knowledge.

The committee members also
thought that some of the cases
listed as “identified” by the Air
Force were sightings where the
evidence collected was too
meager or too indefinite to per-
mit positive listing in the iden-
tified category. Because of this,
they recommended that the
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Blue Book program be
strengthened to provide oppor-
tunity for scientific investiga-
tion of selected sightings in
more detail and depth than be-
fore.

Dr. Condon pointed out that
the University of Colorado in-
vestigators "will be free to fol-
low whatever lines of study
they decide are most important,
using whatever means of study
their judgments indicates is
most suitable.” He added that
they also ‘will be free to pub-
lish their findings without con-
trol of any kind by the Air
Force.’

Previous UFO findings by the
Air Force and other independ-
ent consultants can be summed
up in five statements, according
'to the Library of Congress leg-
islative reference service:

1. UFOs do not pose a threat
to the nation;

2. UFOs do not represent de-
velopments or principles beyond
present-day scientific knowl-
edge;

3. There is no evidence of ex-
traterrestrial vehicles under the
control of an intelligent being;

Dr. Condon is briefed at the Cheyenne Mountain Complex
1st Lt. Henry B. Eckert Jr. (left)

by orbital analysts

and Capt. Dick A. Cable, both of lst Aero.

4, There is no evidence of
physical matter left behind by
a reported UFO;

5. Some small fraction of to-
tal sightings remain “unidenti-
fied.”

Of the 10,047 flying objects
investigated by the Air Force
from 1947 through 1965, most
were identified officially as
bright stars and planets, comets
and meteors, satellites, bal-
loons, aircraft and other known
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causes. A number of other ob-
jects couldn’t be identified be-
cause of insufficient data, but
only about 6.4 per cent were
classified as “unidentified.”

Dr. Condon’s group is expect-
ed to report on its findings
early next year. They may
reach the same conclusions as
previous studies or may come up
with something out of this
world. Meanwhile, the Air
Force is keeping an open mind.

“The Air Force does not deny
the possibility that some form
of life may exist on other plan-
ets in the universe,” according
to the Project Blue Book infor-
mation pamphlet. “However, to
date, the Air Force has neither
received nor discovered any
evidence which proves the
existence and intra-space mobil-
ity of extraterrestrial life. The
Air Force continues to extend
an open invitation to anyone
who feels that he possesses any
evidence of extraterrestrial ve-
hicles operating within the
earth’s near space envelope to
submit his evidence for analy-
sis.”
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4 .—.e Qrevation and redesignation of
bofiinate units, and the opening of
prerground Space Eéfense Center
;en the §Sth Aercipace Defense
new loth for 1967.
signation of 9th Aero units
tive Jan, 1, Of the divi-
ma jor sub units, only the
ce Control Squadron retain-
er designati)
7lst Surveillary

1 p7Wing, head-
qQUATT at Ent, be dJthe 7lst Mis-
sile Wefning Wing, #.’ its Ballistic
Missile Early Warn{fig/ System detach-
ments 1 and 2 at Thule, Greenland, and
Clear, Alaska, were redesignated re-
spectively as the 12th and 13th Mis-

{ CLEAR, ALKSKA

S b L

VANDENBERG AFB

"o
JOHNSTON ISLAND

,LOOK AT T

EDWARDS AFB

sile Warning Squadrons. The third
BMEWS unit, at Fylingdales Moor, Eng-
land, was redesignated Det. 1, 71st
Missile Warning Wing.

The 2nd Surveillance Squadron, also
at Ent, was upgraded and renamed the
73rd Aerospace Surveillance Wing.

Spacetracking units under the 73rd
are now the l6th Surveillance Squadron
at Shemya, Alaska; 17th Survl. Sq. at
Moorestown, N.J.; 18th Survl. Sq. at
Edwards AFB, Calif.; Det. 2, l8th
Survl. Sq. at Johnston Island; TUSLOG
Det., B at Diyarbakir, Turkey; and 20th
Survl. Sq. at Eglin AFB, Fla.,

The 10th Aercspace Defense Squadron
at Vandenberg AFB, Calif., became the
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ocup, and its ter's com
fon Island and perseonnel,
gnated the 24th follow everf
25th Aerospace Primary \§
ectively. from 9th Ae
ace Control Squadron at Shemya,
made the biggest and from BM
Feb. 6, when it com- Clear and Fyli g/ Moor,
Sve from Ent to the new Additional s are provided by
Space Defense Center fn Baker-Nunn satellite tracking cameras

units at Thule,

Heyenne Mountain Complex. at Edwards AFB; Johnston Island; Oslo,

ypace Defense Center unifies Norway; and Cold Lake, Canada.
th s mission of detecting, fdent- Other primary sources of space data
if 8 Nnd tracking all man-made ob- include radar and optical sensors op-

n space. Information froma erated by the Navy's Space Surveil-
tpanning network of electronic lance System (SFASUR), the Air Force
andy i'i:amenscrs is fed to the cen- Systems Cormand, and NASA.
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